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SUBJECT: NINTH INTER-AMERICAN PHILOSOPHY CONGRESS 

1. JUNE 20-24, THE NINTH INTER- AMERICAN PHILOSOPHY CONGRESS (AND 
SIXTH CONGRESS OF THE INTER-AMERICAN PHILOSOPHY SOCIETY) WAS HELD 
IN CARACAS. ORGANIZED JOINTLY BY THE INTER-AMERICAN PHILOSOPHY 
SOCIETY AND THE VENEZUELAN PHILOSOPHY SOCIETY, THE CONGRESS WAS 
INAUGURATED BY GOV PRESIDENT CARLOS ANDRES PEREZ AND PRESIDED BY 
RECTOR ERNESTO MAYZ VALLENILLA OF SIMON BOLIVAR UNIVERSITY. 

2. THE CONGRESS HAD, AS ITS PLANNING COMMITTEE, REPRESENTATION 
FROM A HALF-DOZEN NATIONAL AND PRIVATE UNIVERSITIES AND THUS WAS 
WELL-ATTENDED BY THE LOCAL ACADEMIC COMMUNITY. TWENTY-EIGHT 
WESTERN HEMISPHERE PHILOSOPHERS (INCLUDING TWO GERMANS) ATTENDED 
AS SPECIAL INVITEES AND FORTY-EIGHT ATTENDED AS FULL PARTICIPANTS. 

THE U.S. PARTICIPATION WAS CONSIDERABLE WITH FOUR SPECIAL INVITEES 
AND ELEVEN FULL PARTICIPANTS. PRESS COVERAGE HAS BEEN CONTINOUS 
AND EXTENSIVE. 

3. THE CONGRESS WAS TO TREAT TWO BASIC THEMES: 1) THE LATIN 
AMERICAN REALITY AS A PROBLEM FOR PHILOSOPHICAL THINKING, AND 
2) PRESENT TRENDS OF PHILOSOPHY IN THE AMERICAN CONTINENT. THREE 
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PLENARY SESSIONS WERE HELD TO COVER I) THE TEACHING OF PHILOSOPHY 
IN LATIN AMERICA 2) HISTORY AND EVOLUTION OF PHILOSOPHICAL IDEAS 
IN LATIN AMERICA, AND 3) POSSIBILITIES AND LIMITS OF A LATIN 
AMERICAN PHILOSOPHY. IN REALITY, HOWEVER, THE CONGRESS DEVIATED 
CONSIDERABLY FROM THOSE THEMES. 

4. DURING THE CONGRESS ATTENTION WAS PAID INITIALLY TO LATIN 
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AMERICAN PHILOSOPHICAL INTEGRATION, A CALL TO UNITY MADE IN THE 
OPENING SPEECH GIVEN BY PRESIDENT PEREZ. THAT CALL, HOWEVER, 

WAS CHALLENGED THEREAETER BY THOSE PARTICIPANTS WHO DECLARED THAT 
NO LATIN AMERICAN PHILOSOPHY EXISTED AND THAT LATIN AMERICA STILL 
HAS NOT LEARNED THE PHILOSOPHICAL LESSONS OP EUROPE. 

5. MOST NOTEWORTHY, AND INDICATIVE OE THE SENTIMENT OP PARTICIPANTS, 
WAS THE DECLARATION ISSUED AT THE CONGRESS' CLOSING SESSION WHICH 
I) CONDEMNED THE ELAGRANT VIOLATION OP BASIC HUMAN RIGHTS, RIGHTS 
IMPERILED IN THE MAIORITY OE LATIN AMERICAN NATIONS 2) CONDEMNED THE 
IDEOLOGICAL REPRESESION IN LATIN AMERICA WHICH IMPEDES AND PERSECUTES 
THE PREEDOM OP INTELLECTUALS, AND 3) DEMANDED THAT CERTAIN REGIMES 
RELEASE INPORMATION REGARDING MISSING PERSONS, SPECIPICALLY SOME 
TWELVE STUDENTS AND PROPESSORS OE PHILOSOPHY BEING HELD IN PRISONS 

IN URUGUAY AND CHILE. 

6. THE CONGRESS ALSO CLOSED WITH THE ESTABLISHMENT OP A LATIN 
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION EOR MARXIST STUDIES, WHICH WILL EDIT A 
MAGAZINE (PRAXIS) THREE TIMES A YEAR. 

KEY 


UNCLASSIPIED 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: n/a 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 28-Jun-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1 977CARACA06499 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770231-0498 

Format: TEL 
From: CARACAS 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: linki 977/newtext/t1 977061 1/aaaaajss.tel 

Line Count: 82 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 9e1b9e73-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION CU 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 15-Nov-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2012255 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: NINTH INTER-AMERICAN PHILOSOPHY CONGRESS 
TAGS: OCON, SEDU, AR, INTERAMERICAN PHILOSOPHY CONGRESS 
To: USIA 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/9e1 b9e73-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



